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Deltaport Third Berth Project Community Liaison Committee (DCLC) 

Meeting Notes 

Date June 26, 2008 

Times 6:00 – 9:00pm 

Location Tsawwassen Golf and Country Club (1595-52 Street, Delta) 

Meeting facilitated by: Charles Holmes, notes by Amanda Blair 

Members present: Bernita Iversen, Leslie Abramson, Linda McKay, Allan Baydala, Roger 
Emsley, Farida Bishay, Colin Donaldson, Alan Cadwell, Michael Owen, Robert Butler, Steve 
Bayley, Vic Rivers, Byng Girard  

Regrets:  Remo Williams, Teresa Cooper, Clint Morgan, Carl Nygren 

Staff: Naomi Horsford 

Guest:  Gord Westlake, Tom Winters – BC Railway Company 

Desired Meeting Results: 
 
By the end of this meeting we will have: 
 

1. Understanding of issues surrounding BC Rail expansion 
2. List of concerns and associated questions regarding BC Rail expansion 
3. Agreement on process for developing and posting issue summaries 
4. Heard updates from the Sub-Committees 
5. Identified any emerging community issues 
6. Understanding on container traffic volumes and any next steps 
7. Agreement on agenda items for the next meeting 

 
Action Summary 
 
Action Responsible Due Date 
Provide BCRC with the report on the impacts 
of train speed through Panorama Ridge. 

Mike Owen July 15, 2008 

Report to the Panorama Ridge residents with 
the information from today’s presentation. 

Mike Owen July 15, 2008 

Email Mike Owen the information regarding 
whistle cessation in Surrey. 

Bernita Iversen July 15, 2008 

Complete the 5 issues summaries as per the 
updated format. 

Bernita, Roger, 
Alan C. & 
Amanda 

August 28, 2008 
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Compose letter to DFO, copied to Port Metro 
Vancouver, on the barge berth proposal. 

Byng Girard & 
Amanda Blair 

August 28, 2008 

Follow up internally to have a contact from 
Port Metro Vancouver follow-up with Greg 
Edwards.  

Naomi Horsford August 28, 2008 

Provide Colin with questions regarding 
container truck volume. 

Roger Emsley Complete 

 
Welcome 
Agreements: 
¶ At the beginning of the meeting, there were 11 committee members in 

attendance.  Quorum was confirmed. 
¶ Alan Cadwell agreed to be the timekeeper for today’s meeting. 

 
Review Actions from Last Meeting 
 
Action Responsible Due Date 
Provide a briefing note and copy of presentation 
to the committee as well as a copy for the 
website. 

VFPA and 
Transport 
Canada 

Complete 

Invite BC Rail to present to an upcoming DCLC 
meeting. 

Naomi Complete 

Request for Transport Canada to provide further 
clarification regarding 88th and 112th streets for 
whistle cessation. 

Naomi Complete 

Forward committee member’s concern regarding 
analysis of conceptual 28th Avenue infrastructure 
to Gateway committee. 

Peter Xotta June 26, 2008 

Check on whether it was easy for individuals to 
provide comments without logging on. 

Teresa Differed due to Teresa 
being away 

Return to the next meeting with a draft of what 
will be reflected on the website.  

Teresa Differed due to Teresa 
being away 

Provide Noise Committee write-up for the website. Farida Next meeting 

Post TS 24-hour noise contact line on website. Mike S June 26, 2008 
Draft letter to CWS. Roger Complete – to be sent by 

Amanda 
Draft website material for “Environmental 
concerns - Canadian Wildlife Services”. 

Roger Complete 
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Draft website material on the sunken caissons.  Roger Complete 

Inquire about the location of the proposed barge 
berth and report back to the committee. 

Allan 
(VFPA) 

Drawing to be sent via 
email. 

Provide report on light mitigation. Colin Complete.  Report 
underway. 

Update and distribute 2008 DCLC meeting dates. Naomi Complete 
Report on status of Lifeboat Society. Naomi Complete 
Follow-up with Panorama Ridge community 
member. 

Mike O Complete 

 

Information Exchange since Last Meeting 

¶ Refer to handout of 2008 -06 -20_DCLC_List of Correspondence and 
information distributed  

Updates from Members not Present 

Background: 

¶ This is the opportunity for DCLC members who were absent from the last 
meeting to raise any issues that were outstanding. 

Update: 

¶ No updates. 

Presentation – Railway Expansion 
Gord Westlake & Tom Winters, BC Railway Company (BCRC) 
Please refer to BCRC Port Sub Presentation to DCLC. ppt for the presentation 
 
Discussion 
Q: Why do you need to store trains that are longer than 10,000 feet? 
A: There is a need to be able to meet and stage trains that are longer than 10,000 
feet.  At the present time only about 10% of intermodal trains from CN are between 
10,000-12,000 feet, but over time we expect that most CN intermodal trains will be 
over 10,000 feet.  Coal trains are currently less than 7,000 feet and are not 
expected to ever get longer than about 8,000 feet. 
 
Q: How do you move the parts of the train in the yard to assemble them? 
A: It is done by a rail switching contractor, under contract to CN and CP.  Currently 
the contractor is using a diesel locomotive which is owned and provided by CN. 
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Q: In respect of the VFPA commitments made at the end of the environmental 
assessment there was an undertaking to improve the sight lines at the intersection 
of 34b and Arthur Drive prior to any consideration to close 57b – what is the status 
on this? 
A: Gord Westlake does not have the information to answer this question.  Robert 
Butler highlighted that there is a suggestion under consideration to straighten the 
road at the intersection and add a light.  If an overpass were to be built over 
Highway 17 at 28th Ave then this would also address the closure of 57b and would 
alleviate the issues surrounding the improvements to 34b at Arthur Drive. 
 
Q: Would you build the extended Gulf tracks at 57B and not use them? 
A: Trains longer than 10,000 feet could not be stored on the extended Gulf tracks 
until 57B was closed or an overpass constructed. BCRC has recommended to the 
user railways to proceed and build the Gulf extensions in 2009 at the same time as 
the two new tracks are built on the causeway. Then, as soon as the local road 
issues are resolved and 57B is closed or overpassed, the extended tracks could be 
put into service. 
 
Q: Why can’t the rail move more to the west? A committee member suggests using 
all of the land on the causeway out to the beach. 
A: The land to the west of 41B pinches out at a shorter length than required There 
are also concerns about the potential alignment and rail configuration fitting in with 
the ultimate configuration of the 41B overpass and access to the TFN lands.  The 
land to the West out on the causeway, between the causeway highway and the 
beach, is already committed to be used for the East Causeway Habitat 
Compensation Project. 
 
Q: Who pays for the acquisition of the option lands? 
A: It is initially a BCRC expenditure.  In the future, it may continue to be a BCRC 
land holding, or be added to the joint capital account with the user railways. 
 
Q: Why is the construction happening on valuable farmland? 
A: All of the 3rd Berth rail additions will be within the existing BCRC right-of-way, 
not on ALR lands. BCRC is acquiring the option lands to protect our position to be 
able to support future terminal expansions. There are currently no plans to 
construct tracks on the option lands. Any future investment in track construction on 
the option lands will be driven by the need to handle the staging of trains for future 
port and/or TFN developments.  Economics of the user railways will dictate what 
future rail activities are done on the option lands in proximity to Roberts Bank, 
versus activities being done elsewhere.   
 
Q: Why not electrification? 
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A: BCRC does not operate its own trains.  Electrification would have to be driven by 
the economics for CN, CP, and BNSF.  It would have a high capital investment cost 
and many technical (overhead clearance, high voltage safety) and logistical 
challenges to making the business case. Railways are working hard to improve the 
fuel efficiency of diesel engines, as fuel is the largest single cost for the railways. 
Extensive work is also being done to reduce air emissions (information available on 
the RAC website). 
   
Q: What percentage of the day is the diesel engine being used to move train 
sections within the yard? 
A: Although not 100% of the time, it is the majority of the day.  It is 3000 
horsepower locomotive, smaller than the traditional engine in use for hauling trains.  
BCRC is also looking into green locomotive options for the future. 
 
Q: Are there concerns about theft from container trains while they are parked on 
the tracks? 
A: There have been thefts from containers.  The bigger concern for BCRC is the 
safety issues associated – for example, containers being left unlatched. CP and CN 
police and VFPA security do patrol. 
 
Q: What are the impacts of the length of the train, especially in respect to 
derailment? 
A: Train length is more of a concern for derailments in rough terrain (high degree 
curves and severe grades).  The terrain on the Port Sub is not really an issue, even 
for the maximum 12,000 feet for container trains. 
 
Q: Where does the fueling take place?  Will the BC fueling locations be subject to 
carbon tax? 
A: CN fuels them at origin and CP fuels them in Coquitlam.  Gord and Tom do not 
know how the new BC carbon tax will apply to CP and CN fuel purchases. 
 
Q: Are you involved with whistle cessation in Panorama Ridge area?  Is it possible 
to reduce the speed to reduce the noise? Is it being considered? 
A: BCRC is in support of whistle cessation as long as safety is not impacted.  The 
costs of additional safety measures will have to be covered by the City of Surrey.  
The current speed limit is 35mph, which has been in place since inception.  There 
has not been any specific engagement or dialogue with BCRC regarding reduction of 
train speed. BCRC requests that reports being referenced, be provided to BCRC fro 
review. 
 
Q: Why is it necessary to sound whistles in farmland? 
A: It is a federal law (Transport Canada) to sound the whistle ¼ mile from any 
public crossing, regardless of location. 
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Actions:  
¶ Mike Owen to provide BCRC with the report on the impacts of train speed 

through Panorama Ridge. 
¶ Mike Owen to report to the Panorama Ridge residents with the information 

from today’s presentation. 
¶ Bernita to email Mike Owen the information regarding whistle cessation in 

Surrey. 
 
Reports 
 
Communications Sub-Committee 
Background: 
¶ At the last meeting, issues summary sheets were agreed upon to be created 

as central pages of the website with information on pertinent topics to DCLC. 
¶ A number of committee members agreed to writing summaries of issues. 
¶ The intent was to capture relevant background, concerns and questions 

about issues that are key to the DCLC mandate. 
¶ They were also intended to be a means for directing questions to appropriate 

parties, such as external agencies. 
¶ In addition, they would capture responses, so as to enable shared 

understanding and recommendations. 
 
Agreements: 
¶ There was agreement to the following format for the issues summaries going 

forward: 
o Background 

�ƒ Factual data outlining: history, parties involved, situation, link to 
detailed commitments from table of commitments. 

o Mandate 
�ƒ How this fits within mandate with the explanation of relevance. 

o Concerns & Questions 
�ƒ Summary of concerns with associated questions from the 

community and/or committee member 
o What is DCLC Doing? 
o DCLC Recommendations 

 
Actions: 
¶ Bernita, Roger, and Alan C to complete 5 issues summaries by the next 

meeting 
 
Noise Sub-Committee 
Update: 
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¶ Met with VFPA to review the BKL report 
¶ The second study will involve the Noise Sub-Committee up front in the 

planning and RFP.  The intent of the next study is to locate sources of noise 
¶ TSI complaint line and actions. 

o Suggestion to close the loop with the callers that contact the complaint 
line. 

 
Port Metro Vancouver 
Update: 
¶ For the update, please see Appendix 1, page 8-10 of the meeting notes. 
¶ In respect to the Open Houses, a suggestion was made to incorporate the 

notion of an information session into the advertising. 
 
Recommendation: 
¶ Letter from the committee to DFO, copied to Port Metro Vancouver, on the 

barge berth proposal. 
 
Actions: 
¶ Byng to compose the letter to DFO. 
¶ Amanda to send out. 

 
Concerns from Community Members 
Reports: 
¶ Roger circulated the concerns emailed by Richard Swantson to Port Metro 

Vancouver and DCLC.  These questions have been responded to by the Port 
and are available in the Public Issues Tracking Document online at 
http://www.portvancouver.com/the_port/public_consultation_construction_p
hase.html  

¶ It was suggested that DCLC should have the Environmental Monitor attend 
the next meeting so that DCLC can better understand how the concerns 
raised by Richard Swanston and others are being dealt with. 

¶ Linda reported on communication from Greg Edwards at the Open House.  He 
has suggestions to green the access way to the Port. 

 
Actions: 
¶ Naomi to follow up internally to have a contact from Port Metro Vancouver 

follow-up with Greg Edwards.  
 
Next Meeting Agenda 
¶ Environmental Monitor – presentation. 
¶ Communications Sub-Committee and Mike Schneider regarding website. 
¶ Determine if the Greening of Port access is within scope. 
¶ Container Traffic Volumes.  
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¶ Lighting mitigation presentation for October meeting. 
 
Actions: 
¶ Roger to send Colin questions for the container truck volumes report in 

advance of the next meeting. 
 
 
 
Appendix 1 - Update from Port Metro Vancouver  
Deltaport Third Berth Project Community Liaison Group  
Meeting Date: June 26, 2008  
 
Construction Update  
Construction Schedule  
The Marine Works contract is progressing well with regard to schedule. Despite 
difficulties with unexpected soft soil conditions and damage from the storm of 
November 11-12, 2007, caisson placement is only 2-3 weeks behind the schedule 
that was originally submitted by the Contractor (DCL) in December 2006.  
Four caissons have been placed into position and filling has commenced.  
The second containment dike has been completed, as has preloading of the Stage 1 
area in the southwest of the expansion footprint.  
Seaspan has been relocated to the new tug basin.  
 
Caisson Recovery  
Caisson recovery is ongoing.  
Four of six caissons that were affected by the November storm have been 
recovered.  
Repair plans for the damaged caissons have been reviewed and approved by DFO.  
At the moment, there are no concerns for habitat in respect to the recovery work.  
 
Dredging  
The last planned usage of the “Columbia” cutter suction dredge is now in progress 
and scheduled to continue into early August. It is being transferring the remaining 
material from the underwater stockpile into the area between the two containment 
dikes, then trimming the bottom and sides of the stockpile area to the required 
design grades.  
 
HWY 17  
Contractors began project mobilization on June 9th and construction is now 
underway. Completion is expected in August.  
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Relocation of Roberts Bank Lifeboat Society to Tug Basin  
Seaspan and Roberts Bank Lifeboat Society have developed a plan that will include 
a location for the Society’s rescue vessel within the tug basin.  
 

Environmental Update  
Habitat Compensation  
East causeway enhancements: The Port is awaiting approval from DFO for a 
temporary barge berth. A temporary barge berth would mean that the Port could 
avoid trucking materials through the community of Delta. Work on the causeway 
enhancements are expected to begin in the late summer or early fall pending 
approval of the temporary barge berth.  
 
Log removal and salt marsh restoration: Log removal has been completed. 
Assessment of the proposal for the installation of a pair of culverts and the 
extension of some of the drainage channels by more that 500 m (both to improve 
fish access and marsh function) is complete. The project tender will be released 
shortly, with construction expected to be carried out in dry weather later this 
summer. Baseline monitoring work is under way.  
 
Caisson refugia: Caisson habitat is being incorporated into three of the caisson 
structures as they are constructed. Caisson installation has been initiated.  
 
Subtidal rock reef: Work is expected to commence in a couple of weeks. It is 
expected that work will be complete this summer.  
 
Sandbar stabilization: No change since last update. After consultation with 
Fisheries and Oceans Canada and Canadian Wildlife Services, a pilot project has 
been designed that may lead to a larger project if warranted by the success of the 
pilot. Detailed engineering is currently under way with a view to completing the 
pilot stage of the work this summer. Baseline monitoring is under way.  
 
Off-site compensation: Engineering and environmental assessments of the Rose-
Kirkland Island enhancement project have been completed. The work is expected to 
be started in July and be completed this summer.  
 
Adaptive Management Strategy – Annual Report  
The draft annual report was prepared and sent to the Scientific Advisory Committee 
(SAC) for review. SAC conducted a comprehensive review of the report the second 
week of June. Comments from SAC are currently being incorporated into the report, 
which is expected to be released in July.  
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Marine Mammal Sightings  
Over the past three weeks, there have been several marine mammal sightings, 
both of Orca’s and porpoise (species unknown) observed outside of the one-
kilometer radius referred to as the construction zone of influence.  
Construction will be halted if marine mammals are spotted within the one-kilometer 
zone of influence. Our construction crews and marine mammal monitors have 
observed these sightings. As well, second-hand reports have been received from 
our MMMP* consultant as well as one-second hand report of a sighting from a 
resident through a DCLC member.  
 
• To date, we have not needed to halt construction activities, as marine mammals 
have not been observed within the one-kilometer zone of influence.  
 
• The VFPA’s environmental monitors have kept up regular communication with DCL 
following each reported sighting.  
 
*MMMP: marine mammal monitoring program 
  
Other Items  
DP3 Open House  
Total of 43 people attended event  
Open house summary report available on project website.  
 
Truck Licensing System – New Opacity and Truck Age Requirements  
On April 1st, 2008, the VFPA's new opacity and truck age requirements became 
effective. On that day, the VFPA suspended 250 licenses for container trucks that 
did not comply with the Port's new opacity and truck age requirements. The opacity 
requirement is that all trucks pre-1994 must pass the emission test and submit 
results to the Port. The truck age requirement is that all pre-1989 container trucks 
are banned unless they receive an exemption, which includes approved emission 
reduction measures to improve truck exhaust emissions.  
 
Port Operations Traffic Monitoring Program  
The Port has hired personnel and provided a hybrid vehicle to conduct the traffic 
monitoring program starting this week. The Port personnel will monitor traffic 
congestion, environmental, and safety issues. Problems identified that require 
immediate enforcement action will be reported to the Port management for action 
through the Port's Truck Licensing System or through local vehicle and traffic 
enforcement authorities.  
 
Outstanding Question to Transport Canada from April Meeting  
“A question brought forward for Transport Canada regarding why 88th and  
112th street is not being considered for train whistle cessation.”  
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The representative from Transport Canada was not familiar with this and agreed to 
follow-up with a colleague. Chris Hoff of Transport Canada provided the following 
explanation:  
“I gather that the grade crossings at 88th and 112th streets in Delta cross the Southern Railway 
of BC (SRY) line - this is entirely within the Province of BC, and is provincially regulated. If Delta 
is interested in pursuing whistle cessation at these locations they may wish to consult with the 
BC Safety Authority and SRY regarding process.” 


